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Since 31 December 2019 and as of March 10, 2020, and according to the European Center for Diseases 

Control, 114 2431* cases of COVID-19 (in accordance with the applied case definitions in the affected 

countries) have been reported.  

As of  March 10, 2020,  4 023* deaths have been reported from China (RPC) (3 139), Italy (464), Iran 

(237), South Korea (54), France (30), Spain (28), United States (26), Japan (9), International conveyance 

in Japan (7), Iraq (6), United Kingdom (5), Australia (3), Netherlands (3), Germany (2), San Marino (2), 

Switzerland (2), Argentina (1), Canada (1), Egypt (1), Philippines (1), Taiwan (1) and Thailand (1). 

Cases have been reported in the following continents*: 

Africa: Egypt (55), Algeria (20), South Africa (7), Senegal (4), Cameroon (2), Morocco (2), Nigeria (2), 

Tunisia (2) and Togo (1). 

Asia: China (80 879), South Korea (7 513), Iran (7 161), Japan (514), Singapore (160), Malaysia (117), 

Bahrain (109), Kuwait (65), Iraq (61), United Arab Emirates (59), Thailand (50), Taiwan (45), India (44), 

Lebanon (41), Israel (39), Philippines (35), Vietnam (31), Palestine* (20), Oman (18), Qatar (18), Pakistan 

(16), Saudi Arabia (15), Indonesia (6), Afghanistan (4), Maldives (4), Bangladesh (3), Cambodia (2), 

Bhutan (1), Brunei Darussalam (1), Jordan (1), Mongolia (1), Nepal (1) and Sri Lanka (1). 

America: United States (754), Canada (77), Brazil (25), Ecuador (15), Chile (13), Argentina (12), Costa 

Rica (9), Peru (9), Mexico (7), Dominican Republic (5), Colombia (3), Panama (1) and Paraguay (1). 

Europe: Italy (9 172), France (1 412), Spain (1 204), Germany (1 139), Switzerland (374), Netherlands 

(321), United Kingdom (321), Sweden (248), Belgium (239), Norway (192), Austria (131), Denmark (113), 

Greece (84), Iceland (65), San Marino (49), Czech Republic (40), Finland (40), Portugal (39), Ireland (21), 

Russia (20), Poland (17), Romania (17), Slovenia (16), Georgia (15), Croatia (12), Estonia (10), Azerbaijan 

(9), Hungary (9), Albania (6), Belarus (6), Latvia (6), Luxembourg (5), Slovakia (5), Bulgaria (4), Malta (4), 

North Macedonia (3), Bosnia and Herzegovina (2), Cyprus (2), Andorra (1), Armenia (1), Holy See (1), 

Liechtenstein (1), Lithuania (1), Moldova (1), Monaco (1), Serbia (1) and Ukraine (1). 

 
1 Information with an asterisk has been updated as of the report’s publication date 
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Oceania: Australia (100) and New Zealand (5). 

Other: International conveyance in Japan (696). 

 

Chinese authorities have taken strict measures to curb the outbreak2:  

▪ On February 15, the Chinese government ordered anyone returning to Beijing from holidays to 

quarantine themselves for 14 days, stating individuals failing to obey government orders would 

be held accountable under the law. Exceptions are however in place for the following cases: 

o   People from another country, who arrive at one of Beijing’s two international airports 

(Capital International and Daxing) having stayed more than 14 days outside of China, are 

exempt. However, quarantine will be required if the person has transited or stayed in one of the 

following countries: Japan, South Korea, Iran and Italy (this list is subject to change); 

o People arriving in Beijing from other regions of China (excluding Hubei) for short 

professional stays of 1 to 2 days. They must nevertheless follow the instructions 

given at hotel or place of stay. Chinese authorities asked overseas  

 

 
2 Information provided in red are those updated as of the date of publication of the report  

http://www.garda.com/


 
This document is written by GardaWorld Travel Security.  
 
GardaWorld is the world's largest privately-owned security services company, offering cash services, physical and specialized security solutions 
and, with the Crisis24 portal, the dissemination of vetted information related to international security. A partner of choice for private 
companies, governments, humanitarian organizations, and multinationals with personnel all over the world, GardaWorld employs more than 
102,000 highly skilled, dedicated professionals who serve a diverse clientele in North America, Africa, Asia and the Middle East. For more 
information, visit www.garda.com 

 

▪ Chinese to reconsider or minimize their travel plans to China as imported virus cases rise. 

Guangdong province and Shanghai said they would require travelers from virus-hit countries to 

be quarantined for two weeks. 

 
▪ Authorities in Hubei province have further tightened restrictions with vehicles, apart from 

essential services, banned from the roads and companies unable to resume work until further 

notice. 

▪ Universities, primary and middle schools, and kindergartens across China remain close until 

further notice. Semester from primary and secondary schools have started via online learning. 

▪ Lots of tourist sites have been closed to the public until further notice on January 24 (section of 

the Great Wall, Beijing's Forbidden City, Shanghai, Disneyland China). Several cultural and 

sportive events have also been postponed.  

▪ On January 28, China urged its citizens to postpone trips abroad. 

▪ Numerous Chinese cities and provinces are subject to travel bans and other restrictive measures 
imposed by the Chinese authorities. ‘Transport suspension’ includes restrictions on flights, 
trains, and other public transport services. In the eastern province of Zhejiang, with the 
exception of the city of Wenzhou, buses were allowed to resume operations on February 20. In 
Sanya (Hainan province), tourist sites - except for indoor venues such as theaters and museums 
- had been allowed to re-open for business. Yunnan, Guangdong, Shanxi and Guizhou, on 
February 24 lowered their coronavirus emergency response measures, while Inner Mongolia, 
Xinjiang and Sichuan lowered it on February 26.  
 

▪ In Hong Kong SAR, the suspension of school classes has been extended until at least April 20.  

Other countries have also implemented measures to curb the outbreak: 
 
Europe 

In Italy, Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte announced new measures on March 9, that would restrict 

movement across all of Italy. Per the directives, which will be effective as of March 10, until at least April 

3, individuals will not be allowed to enter or leave the areas in which they live. Exemptions will be made 

for those who demonstrate a need for movement, such as work or health-related concerns. Schools 

nationwide will also be shut down throughout the abovementioned period. On weekends, all pubs, 

restaurants, and cafes will be required to close at dusk. You can find more information on measures on 

the Ministry of Health website (in Italian).  

 

In Albania, authorities announced on March 9, that educational institutions nationwide will close from 

March 9 through Monday, March 23. Prime Minister Edi Rama further announced that all large public 

gatherings will be canceled, including cultural and sporting events. 

In Slovakia, on March 9, authorities announced a 14-day ban on all public gatherings. 

http://www.garda.com/
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In France, authorities announced on March 8 a ban on gatherings of more than 1000 people effective 

immediately. Authorities clarified that the ban will not include gatherings in public transport or 

demonstrations, but did not specify when the ban would cease. Public gatherings in Oise, north of Paris, 

and in La Balme-de-Sillingy, near the Alps, also remain prohibited due to the identification of a clusters 

in these areas. Numerous shows and events have also been cancelled across France.  

In the UK, some cultural events have been cancelled, such as the London Book Fair. 

Officials in North Macedonia announced on March 4, that gatherings of more than 500 people would 

be prohibited until further notice. 

Switzerland has banned all public events that gather more than 1000 people until March 15. 

 

Asia and Oceania 

In the Philippines, President Rodrigo Duterte has issued a proclamation on March 9, formally declaring 

a state of public health emergency. 

 

In India, authorities announced on March 6 the immediate closure of all primary schools in Delhi until 

March 31, and the cancelation of the International Indian Film Academy (IIFA) award due March 27. 

In Bhutan, the government announced on March 6 that it was sealing its borders to all tourists for at 

least two weeks. 

In South Korea, the Ministry of Health designated on March 5, Gyeongsan city in North Gyeongsang 
province as another "special care zone," in addition to Daegu and Cheongdo County. President Moon 
Jae-in said on February 23 that the government will raise the country’s disease alert to the highest level 
in a bid to contain a surge in COVID-19 cases. The escalation in the alert level allows the government to 
send extra resources to Daegu city and Cheongdo county, which were designated “special care zones” 
on February 20. Political and cultural events have been cancelled and the Ministry of Culture announced 
the temporary closure of national museums and libraries. A number of universities delayed their 
reopening until March 16. Airlines Korea Air Lines and Asiana Airlines announced on February 24 that 
they would suspend their flights to Daegu. Korean Air will suspend flights until March 28, while Asiana 
will suspend all flights until March 9. South Korea has the largest number of patients on its soil, after 
China. The spread of the disease in South Korea came after the gathering of several devotees in an 
evangelical church in the city of Daegu. 

Vietnam has suspended festivals and sporting events throughout the country as a precaution. 

In Japan, on February 28, government declared a state of emergency in Hokkaido prefecture, in effect 

until at least March 19. Government announced on February 26, that schools nationwide would close 

until spring holidays, in late March.  Public crowds in Tokyo will be limited to prevent further spread of 

the disease. On February 26, the government urged companies to recommend telecommuting.  

In Mongolia, all education centres (schools, kindergartens, universities, etc.) will be closed until March 

30 and all public gatherings have been banned.  
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Middle East, North Africa 

In Lebanon, the Tourism Ministry announced that bars would close as of March 9, and night clubs have 

been closed since March 7. These establishments are to remain close until at least March 15. On March 

6, Lebanon decided to extend the closure of all kindergartens, schools and universities until March 14.  

 

In Tunisia, school and university vacations have been shifted forward and will begin on March 12, instead 

of on March 16. 

 

In Israel/Palestinian Territories, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas declared a 30-day state of 

emergency, as well as the cancelation of large gatherings. International conferences and mass 

gatherings of more than 5000 people are prohibited. Authorities banned tourists from entering the city 

of Bethlem on March 6. On March 5, the health ministry asked local churches, including the Church of 

Nativity, mosques and other institutions in Bethlehem to close. The Palestinian Authority also ordered 

hotels in the West Bank to stop receiving foreign tourists for a two-weeks period from March 6, after 

four suspected cases of the coronavirus were found in Bethlehem. 

In Saudi Arabia, on March 8, ordered a temporary lockdown of the eastern Qatif region over concerns 

from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak in the country. Under the directives, all entry and exit 

into Qatif has been halted; work at all government and private institutions has also been suspended. 

Meanwhile, authorities reopened Al-Haram Mosque in Mecca and Al-Masjid al Nabawy in Medina March 

6, after they were closed for sterilization to halt the spread of the new coronavirus. It is not specified 

whether Umrah pilgrims will be able to return to these sites. The granting of visas for Umrah had 

previously been suspended as well as the entry of pilgrims. 

 

In Iran, authorities ordered the closure of schools, universities until the end of the Iranian calendar year 

on March 20. Government announced on March 6, that all Friday prayers in all provincial capitals were 

canceled due to the outbreak. The government also previously announced that "all art and cinema 

events in halls across the country have been cancelled”. On February 26, the Ministry of Health advised 

Iranians not to travel within the country and that those infected or suspected of being infected with 

coronavirus (COVID-19) would be restricted from traveling. The Ministry also announced that teams 

have been placed at the entrances of multiple cities in order to effect temperature screenings. Those 

found to have symptoms of COVID-19 will be put in quarantine for 14 days. It is unclear as to where 

exactly these officials are located in the concerned cities. Entry restrictions have also been implemented 

at several holy sites, including the Shrine of Fatima Massoumeh in Qom and the Imam Reza Holy 

Shrine in Mashhad. Pilgrims will be allowed to enter on condition that they are provided with, 

"disinfectant liquid for the hands, adequate information [on the disease], masks, and that [pilgrims] 

move [quickly], don't come together, but just pray and go."  

 

On February 26, the Iraqi Ministry of Health declared the prohibition of public gatherings. Health officials 

also announced the closure of public shops such as cinemas, cafes, and clubs, and called on citizens to 

avoid visiting sacred cities and sites. Schools and universities will remain closed until March 21. The 

http://www.garda.com/
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Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) announced on March 9, the closure of the Dohuk-Nineveh road 

in Mosul and all other checkpoints that cross from Nineveh into Dohuk stating that they will be closed 

in response to new COVID-19 measures "until further notice." No announcements have yet been made 

regarding other checkpoints in Nineveh and Kirkuk into other Kurdish provinces. Schools have also been 

closed until end of March.  

In Qatar, authorities have ordered on March 9, the closure of all nurseries, as week as private and public 

schools and universities from March 10, until further notice.  

In the UAE, authorities announced on March 3, that schools will close for four weeks as of March 8. 
Numerous events, including sports and cultural events have also been cancelled across the country.  
 
On Sunday, March 1, Moroccan authorities have announced the cancelation of sport and cultural events. 
Several shows have been cancelled. 
 

In Bahrain, authorities have suspended all private and public schools, universities, and nurseries from 

opening for two weeks from February 26. 
 

In Kuwait, government officials announced the suspension of all sports activities nationwide for two 

weeks as of February 24. 

 
Americas 
 

In the United States, a state of emergency has been declared in eight states, including the states of 

Washington, California, New York, Oregon, Florida, Maryland, Kentucky, and Utah.  

 

Africa  

Gabon issued a decree on March 6, restricting travel to Cameroon after two COVID-19 cases were 

confirmed in Yaoundé. Travel restrictions will be in effect at the northern land border with Cameroon.  

 

Authorities in Kigali announced a ban on all public gatherings on March 8. As a precautionary measure, 

all concerts and events such as rallies, exhibitions, and trade shows will be suspended until further 

notice.  

 

 

 

Several countries have taken measures (including fever screening) to step up surveillance at airports. 3 

Several countries have decided to close their land borders with China and Iran. 

Some countries have advised their citizens against all unnecessary trips to China and against all trip to 

Hubei province.4 Some have implemented a ‘DO NOT TRAVEL’ warning to China and Iran to their citizens. 

 
3 For more information, please refer to the alerts on the Travel Security Platform https://travelsecurity.garda.com/ 
4 For more information, please refer to the alerts on the Travel Security Platform https://travelsecurity.garda.com/ 

Travel restrictions   
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Due to the international spread of the outbreak, several governments have warned their nationals 

not to travel to a COVID-19 affected country. Travelers must therefore abide by all recommendations 

issued by their home government regarding international travel5. 

Numerous airlines have canceled part or all routes within/to China as well as to/within some other 

countries affected by the outbreak. Given the highly volatile situation, travelers are advised to contact 

their travel agency or airline to confirm flight reservations.  

Due to the spread of the virus in numerous countries and territories worldwide (all five continents are 

affected), an increasing number of states are taking preventive measures. Leaders in Europe, the Middle 

East, and the Americas are increasingly issuing bans on assembly and restricting entry to their territories 

in order to limit the spread of the coronavirus. Given the highly volatile situation, governments are 

adapting their restrictions on a daily basis. The list of countries affected by these measures (refusal to 

board people on flights, quarantine measures, etc.) and the list of affected people (tourists, business 

travelers, permanent residents, etc.) may be extended at any time. It is advised to postpone non-

essential travel due to the risk that travelers may be refused entry or be subject to quarantine upon 

their arrival or during their stay. In case traveling is a necessity, it is strongly recommended to keep 

aware of the situation prior departure by contacting your nearest home Embassy and local ministries 

competent in the matter. 

 

 

 

As the human to human transmission has been confirmed and the disease can notably be transmitted:   

▪ By air by infected people coughing or sneezing 

▪ By close personal contact, such as touching or shaking hands 

The WHO advises that measures to limit the risk of exportation or importation of the disease should be 

implemented. 

To reduce the general risk of transmission, travelers are advised to abide the following measures: 

▪ Frequently clean hands by using alcohol-based hand rub or soap and water 

▪ When coughing and sneezing cover mouth and nose with flexed elbow or tissue – throw tissue 

away immediately and wash hands 

▪ Avoid close contact with anyone who has fever and cough 

 
5 See for example:  
For French citizens: https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/conseils-aux-voyageurs/ 
For Canadian citizens: https://voyage.gc.ca/voyager  
For British citizens: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice 
For US citizens: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html and 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/novel-coronavirus-hubei-province--china.html  

Recommendations  
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▪ If you have fever, cough and difficulty breathing seek medical care early and share previous 

travel history with your health care provider 

▪ When visiting live markets in areas currently experiencing cases of novel coronavirus, avoid 

direct unprotected contact with live animals and surfaces in contact with animals 

▪ The consumption of raw or undercooked animal products should be avoided. Raw meat, milk or 

animal organs should be handled with care, to avoid cross-contamination with uncooked foods, 

as per good food safety practices 

▪ Adhere to all instructions issued by local authorities and their home governments 

 

 

In the case that symptoms suggestive of respiratory illness emerge either during or after travel, such as:  

▪ Fever, cough, shortness of breath, and breathing difficulties 

▪ In more severe cases, infection can cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory syndrome, 

kidney failure, and even death. Pneumonia symptoms include dry cough, chest pain, fever, and 

trouble breathing. Pneumonia can be contagious and can be transmitted from human to human.  

Travelers are encouraged to seek medical attention and share their travel history with their health care 

provider. Travelers returning from China who develop symptoms of pneumonia are advised to call 

emergency services before going to the doctor or hospital to avoid potential spread of the disease. 

http://www.garda.com/
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The US Center for Diseases Control (CDC) increased their health alert to Level 3 and warned all 

individuals to avoid all nonessential travel to the whole of China. In particular, CDC officials warned that 

the virus poses an increased threat to older adults with underlying health conditions.  

The WHO declared that the COVID-19 outbreak is a "public health emergency of international 

concern."   WHO chief added on February 11 that the first vaccine was 18 months away. 

 

 

▪ WHO Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) website 

▪ European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 

▪ US CDC COVID-19 webpage 

▪ An up-to-date source indicating the number of cases in each country can be found here. 

For more information  
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